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Sir: 



Please amend the above-identified patent application as follows: 



In the Claims: 




Please cancel claims 1-12 and 21-23 without prejudice. 
Please replace claim 13 with the following amended claim: 



13. (amended) A method of enhancing proliferation or survival of 
kidney tubule epithelial cells or epithelial cell precursors in a mammal, comprising 
administering to the mammal a composition comprising a therapeutically effective 
amount of a zvegf4 protein, in combination with a pharmaceutically acceptable delivery 
vehicle, wherein the zvegf4 protein is a disulfide-bonded dimer of two polypeptide 
chains, each of said chains consisting of residues x - y of SEQ ID NO:2, inclusive, 
wherein the protein is optionally glycosylated, and wherein: 



